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The application for CUP 2025-024 (HEM 1.3) was submitted to the Benton County Planning 
Division on December 17, 2025. 
 
The application was declared complete for processing on December 18, 2025. (HEM 1.5) 
 
The application documents were distributed to reviewing agencies on December 18, 2025. (HEM 
1.6) 
 
The Benton County Hearings Examiner Notice of Open Record Hearing for application CUP 2025-
024 was published on February 11, 2026 in the Prosser Record Bulletin. (HEM 1.11) 
 
The Notice was mailed to property owners of record within 300 feet of the outer boundaries of the 
parcel on February 6, 2026. 
 
The Open Record Hearing is scheduled for February 27, 2026. 
 
APPLICABLE STANDARDS/ORDINANCES: 
 
1. Revised Code of Washington 

Chapter 36.70A.400 Growth Management—Planning by Selected Counties and Cities  
Any local government, as defined in RCW 43.63A.215, that is planning under this chapter 
shall comply with RCW 43.63A.215(3). 

 
RCW 43.63A.215(3) Accessory apartments—Development and placement—Local 
governments 
Unless provided otherwise by the legislature, by December 31, 1994, local governments 
shall incorporate in their development regulations, zoning regulations, or official controls 
the recommendations contained in subsection (1) of this section. The accessory 
apartment provisions shall be part of the local government's development regulation, 
zoning regulation, or official control. To allow local flexibility, the recommendations shall 
be subject to such regulations, conditions, procedures, and limitations as determined by 
the local legislative authority. 

 
2. Benton County Comprehensive Plan 

3.3.2.3 Rural Land Use Designations 
Rural Remote is the predominant rural land use in the County. This land is located mostly 
between the agricultural lands (GMA Agriculture), Rural Transition, and the UGAs. Rural 
Remote land use is intended to enhance and preserve the County's rural character, which 
includes rural open space, low densities, wildlife habitat, public open space for outdoor 
recreational activities, and rural home sites on which a limited range of agricultural 
activities may be conducted. Allowable density in Rural Remote land use is 1DU/5acres. 

 
Section 2.7 Housing 
HE Goal 1: Provide for a variety of residential uses and densities consistent with the rural 
character and lifestyles and a choice of housing types for people of all income levels.  
Policy 7: Consider accessory dwelling units as an affordable housing option and look for 
flexible and innovative ways of integrating accessory dwelling units into single family 
residential zones. 
 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.63A.215
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.63A.215
http://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=43.63A.215
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Section 6.4.2 Housing Types 
Accessory Dwelling Units. The zoning code permits the establishment of additional living 
quarters within single family residences to permit persons who, due to a disability or an 
infirmity, require the assistance of friends, relatives, or a professional nurse to remain in 
their home and for persons related to the occupant. These units help meet the needs of 
the disabled, infirm, or elderly in need of assisted care and are currently allowed by 
ordinance in all residential zones and the agricultural zoning district of Benton County. 
 

3. Benton County Code (BCC) 
Title 11 Zoning 
Chapter 11.03 Definitions 
(2) "Accessory Dwelling Unit" an additional room or set of rooms located within a single-
family structure and designed, arranged, occupied, or intended to be occupied by not more 
than one (1) household as living accommodations independent from any other household 
and not exceeding 800 square feet in area.  
 

 Chapter 11.42 General Use Regulations 
11.42.020 Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU).  
An accessory dwelling unit shall be allowed on any real property located within 
unincorporated Benton County that is zoned for single family residences, except for those 
properties with an Industrial or Commercial zoning designation, thereby meeting the 
requirements of the Washington State Housing Policy Act of 1993 to incorporate 
provisions for accessory apartments in the County's zoning ordinance (Title 11 BCC). 

(a) All accessory dwelling units authorized herein shall meet the following minimum 
criteria: 

(1) One (1) accessory dwelling unit is allowed per parcel/lot. 
(2) A single-family dwelling must be located on the parcel/lot where the 

accessory dwelling unit is to be located. 
(3) The accessory dwelling unit shall not exceed 40% of the total square 

footage of the single-family home or 800 square feet in size, whichever is 
smallest. 

(4) The accessory dwelling unit shall consist of no more than one (1) bedroom.  
(5) The accessory dwelling unit shall provide two (2) off-street parking spots. 
(6) An accessory dwelling unit shall be constructed on the site and 

permanently affixed to the ground by footings and foundation. A 
recreational vehicle (RV), mobile home, manufactured home, or factory 
assembled structure is not to be permitted as an accessory dwelling unit. 

(7) The accessory dwelling unit is not allowed on a lot/parcel that has a duplex, 
multi-family dwelling, a temporary dwelling permit (see BCC 11.42.110), a 
multiple detached dwelling permit (see BCC 11.42.080) or two (2) or more 
single-family dwellings. 

(8) The accessory dwelling unit is not allowed to be used in the operation of a 
home occupation.  

(9) The accessory dwelling unit shall both meet and comply with Benton 
Franklin Health District standards. 

(10) The accessory dwelling unit shall meet and comply with Benton County 
Fire Marshal requirements for access. 

(11) The accessory dwelling unit may be permitted as either a ground floor or 
2nd floor unit.  

(12) Either the accessory dwelling unit or the single-family dwelling shall be 
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occupied by a landowner(s) as his/her primary residence. The landowner 
shall maintain residency at least six (6) months out of the year and at no 
time receive rent for or otherwise allow to occupy the landowner(s) unit 
when absent the rest of the year. 

(13) If the accessory dwelling unit is connected to the single-family dwelling 
through a breezeway or similar means, the accessory dwelling unit shall be 
considered detached and compliance with subsection (c) below is required.  

(14) The accessory dwelling unit shall comply with the applicable building, fire, 
critical area, shoreline, and zoning requirements of Title 3, 11, and 15 of 
Benton County Code. 

(15) The accessory unit shall not be considered as a dwelling unit when 
calculating density. 

(16) The accessory dwelling unit shall comply with requirements in subsection 
(b) and (c) respectively. 

(c) An accessory dwelling unit detached from the single-family dwelling shall comply 
with the following: 

(1)  All detached accessory dwelling units require approval of a conditional use 
permit (see Chapter 11.50 BCC).  

(2)  A detached accessory dwelling unit shall comply with the following 
minimum design standards.  
(i) The detached accessory dwelling unit may be constructed within an 

existing outbuilding or be a stand along structure, where the dwelling 
unit does not share a common wall with the primary single-family 
dwelling. If the accessory dwelling unit is connected to the single-
family dwelling through a breezeway or similar means, the accessory 
dwelling unit shall be considered detached.  

(ii) An outside entrance to the accessory dwelling unit is required and be 
placed at the side or rear of the building, when possible, to maintain 
the appearance and character of an accessory use. 

(d) The applicant shall record the permit issued for the accessory dwelling unit with 
the Benton County Auditor's Office. The recording fee shall be paid by the applicant 
for the accessory dwelling unit. The permit shall include a statement that the 
accessory dwelling may not be sold as a separate residence until such time as the 
accessory dwelling is located as the sole residence on a legally subdivided parcel. 

 
Chapter 11.50 Variance and Conditional Use 
11.50.040 Conditional Use 

(a) Conditional Use Permit – General Standards. The conditional use permit 
application process allows the Hearings Examiner to review the location and design of 
certain proposed uses, the configuration of improvements, and the potential impacts 
on the surrounding area. The application process also allows the Hearings Examiner 
to ensure that development in each zoning district protects the integrity of that district. 
The notice, hearing, decision, and enforcement procedures are as set forth herein and 
in BCC 11.50.050.  

 
Certain uses are classified as conditional uses because of their unusual nature, 
infrequent occurrence, special requirements, or potentially significant impacts to the 
environment, public infrastructure, or adjacent properties, and/or possible safety 
hazards and other similar reasons.  
 
Once granted, a conditional use permit may be transferred by a holder thereof after 
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written notice to the Hearings Examiner; provided the use and location must remain 
the same and the transferee must continue to comply with the conditions of the permit 
and, if applicable, the requirements set forth in Chapter 11.51 BCC. 

 
(d) Conditional Use Permit- Permit Granted or Denied. A conditional use permit shall 
be granted only if the Hearings Examiner can make findings of fact based on the 
evidence presented sufficient to allow the Hearings Examiner to conclude that, as 
conditioned, the proposed use: 

(1) Is compatible with other uses in the surrounding area or is no more 
incompatible than are any other outright permitted uses in the applicable 
zoning district. 

(2) Will not materially endanger the health, safety, and welfare of the 
surrounding community to an extent greater than that associated with any 
other permitted uses in the applicable zoning district. 

(3) Would not cause the pedestrian and vehicular traffic associated with the 
use to conflict with existing and anticipated traffic in the neighborhood to 
an extent greater than that associated with any other permitted uses in the 
applicable zoning district. 

(4) Will be supported by adequate service facilities and would not adversely 
affect public services to the surrounding area; and 

(5) Would not hinder or discourage the development of permitted uses on 
neighboring properties in the applicable zoning district as a result of the 
location, size or height of the buildings, structures, walls, or required fences 
or screening vegetation to a greater extent than other permitted uses in the 
applicable zoning district. 

 
It is the applicant's burden to present sufficient evidence to allow the above 
conclusions to be made.  If such evidence is not presented or all necessary 
reasonable conditions are not identified by the applicant so as to allow the 
Hearings Examiner to make the conclusions required above, the 
conditional use application shall be denied. 

 
PUBLIC NOTICE: 
 
The Public Notice Requirements for this application as per BCC 11.50.050(b) are as follows:  
 
1. The Planning Division shall provide written notification for an open record hearing, subject 

to the rules and regulations set forth in RCW 36.70.  Written notice shall be mailed at least 
twelve (12) days in advance of the open record hearing to the applicant and the owner of 
the parcel(s) to which the proposed variance or conditional use permit would apply, and 
to all owners of real property, as shown in the records of the Benton County Assessor, 
located within a distance of three hundred (300) feet of any portion of the applicable 
parcel, provided that if the owner of the parcel for which the proposed variance or 
conditional use permit is requested owns another parcel or parcels adjacent the parcel at 
issue, notification shall be mailed to owners of real property located within three hundred 
(300) feet of any portion of such adjacent parcels as well.  Failure to receive the notice 
shall not invalidate any proceedings or decision in connection with the proposed variance 
or conditional use permit. Notices addressed to the last known owner of record as shown 
on the County Assessor's records shall be deemed proper notice to the owner of such 
property; and, 

 


