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Community Development Department                                   Planning Division 
Prosser Office: 620 Market Street, 1st Floor           (509) 786-5612    

Kennewick Office: 102206 East Wiser Parkway        Planning.department@co.benton.wa.us 

www.bentoncountywa.gov              102206 East Wiser Parkway, Kennewick, WA 99338 

 

  
 
June 11, 2024 
 
 
Shane O’Neill 
6904 Rogue Drive 
Pasco, WA 99301 
 
 
RE:  Written Determination of Completeness 

File Number: VAR 2024-003 
 
 
Dear Mr. O’Neill, 
 
This office is in receipt of your project permit application for a variance to encroach 20’ into the 25’ 
setback from a private access easement to allow for the construction of a shop. We have determined that 
the required materials have been submitted and the application is complete.  A file number has been 
assigned (VAR 2024-003) and the review process will now begin.  
 
Although this office has determined that your application is complete, more clarification or information 
may be needed from you as we go through the review process.  Additional information and/or permits 
may be required from other agencies including, but not limited to, the Benton County Building Division, 
the Benton-Franklin Health District, and the Washington State Department of Health. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, do not hesitate to contact this office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
__________________________ 
Andrea Watts- Senior Planner 
Benton County Community Development Dept 
Planning Division 

 
 
 

http://www.bentoncountywa.gov/
http://www.co.benton.wa.us/
nr2
Text Box
HEM 1.6



 

 

 

 

Community Development Department                                               Planning Division 

Prosser Office: 620 Market Street, 1st Floor           (509) 786-5612    

Kennewick Office: 102206 East Wiser Parkway        Planning.department@co.benton.wa.us 

www.bentoncountywa.gov              102206 East Wiser Parkway, Kennewick, WA 99338 

 

 
June 11, 2024 
 
  
Benton County Public Works Department  
Benton-Franklin Health District    
Benton County Fire District #4 
Benton County Building Division   
Benton County Fire Marshal  
Benton REA 
City of Richland 
City of West Richland 
Columbia Irrigation 
 

 

RE:    Variance Request  
          File #:  VAR 2024-003 
          Parcel #:  1-0898-402-0189-000  
          Applicant:  Clover Planning for Jonathan and Teri Carr 

      

 

 

The applicant is proposing to construct a detached shop their existing residence within 
the Rural Lands 5 Acre District (RL5) and is requesting a variance to reduce the 25-foot 
setback from a private access easement by 20 feet on the southern and eastern property 
lines. 
 
Attached please find the application materials submitted for your review. 
  

Please submit your comments to planning.department@co.benton.wa.us by June 25, 
2024. Please reference file number VAR 2024-003 in all correspondence.   
 

 

Thank you,  

Benton County Planning Division  

 

http://www.bentoncountywa.gov/
http://www.co.benton.wa.us/
mailto:planning.department@co.benton.wa.us
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Nikki Relyea

From: Eric Mendenhall <emendenhall@westrichland.org>

Sent: Thursday, June 13, 2024 10:21 AM

To: Planning Department

Cc: Michelle Mercer

Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Agency Review VAR 2024-003 

Attachments: Ordinance 24-20.pdf

Nikki, 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this application. 

 

The 33’ right of way reservations contained in the federal land patents are public (not private as stated in 

applicant’s variance application). 

 

Please note that Benton County has not formally adopted the City of West Richland’s Section 8 Local 

Roadway Plan that was originally developed in 1993 for orderly development of Section 8. Recommend 

that Benton County formally adopt this roadway plan, or one developed by Benton County consistent 

with West Richland’s plan. 

 

Also, Benton County has not formally accepted the 33’ right of way reservations contained in the federal 

land patents for lots in Section 8 outside the City Limits that numerous county residents rely on for 

access and utility services. We recommend that Benton County go through a public process to formally 

accept potions of the right of reservations for which there is an identifiable public use. West Richland 

sta, have previously met with Benton County representatives on the acceptance process and are happy 

to revisit this with them again if desired. 

 

Best regards, 

 

 

Eric Mendenhall 
Community and Economic Development Director 

 

From: Planning Department <Planning.Department@co.benton.wa.us>  

Sent: Tuesday, June 11, 2024 1:56 PM 

To: Cristina Woods <Cristina.Woods@co.benton.wa.us>; Benton Franklin Health District - JoDee Peyton 

<Jodeer@bfhd.wa.gov>; erin.hockaday@bfhd.wa.gov; Jack Howard <jack.howard@bfhd.wa.gov>; Fire District #4 - Chief 

Paul Carlyle (pcarlyle@bcfd4.org) <pcarlyle@bcfd4.org>; Brad O'Brien <Brad.Obrien@co.benton.wa.us>; Troy Taylor 

<Troy.Taylor@co.benton.wa.us>; Benton REA - Chris Cooke <CCooke@bentonrea.org>; Benton REA - Derek Miller 

<dmiller@bentonrea.org>; Gary Tiplady <Gary.Tiplady@co.benton.wa.us>; planning@ci.richland.wa.us; Eric Mendenhall 

<emendenhall@westrichland.org>; Columbia Irrigation District <CID@columbiairrigation.com> 

Subject: Agency Review VAR 2024-003  

 

Good afternoon, 

 

Attached you will find the necessary application materials for a variance to reduce the 25-foot setback 

from a private access easement by 20 feet on the southern and eastern property lines. 
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CITY OF WEST RICHLAND 
ORDINANCE NO. 24-20 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, WASHINGTON, 
RELATING TO RIGHTS OF WAY; PROVIDING FOR THE AMENDMENT OF 
LOCAL ROADWAY PLAN FOR SECTION 8 OF WILLAMETTE HEIGHTS 

WHEREAS, the City of West Richland, Washington, ("City") was incorporated on June 17, 
1955. At or about the time of incorporation the City encompassed lands identified as Section 8, 
Township 9 North, Range 28 East, Willamette Meridian, or has subsequently annexed said lands 
after the date of incorporation, which lands are commonly referred to as "Willamette Heights" and 
referred to hereinafter as "Section 8"; and 

WHEREAS, many if not all of the lots contained in said Section 8 were acquired by their 
present owners, or the predecessors in interest of the present owners, by patents issued by the 
United States of America. These patents were authorized by several Acts of Congress, including 
as approved on June 1, 1938, (52 Stat. 609) which is commonly referred to as the "Small Tract 
Act"; and 

WHEREAS, the City identified and adopted local roadway plan for Section 8 as early as 
1993, which plan has subsequently been amended in 1999, December 2006, July 2011, August 
2012, January 2013, January 2018, April2018 and most recently on July 17, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, the roadway plans for Section 8 identify existing or appropriate locations for 
a logical unified road system that utilizes previously established travel routes, respects 
topography, and prevents unnecessary roads from being created; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the City to 
hereby ratify and reassert the commitment of the City to the current roadway plan for Section 8; 
and 

WHEREAS, the City proposed amendment of the Local Roadway Plan for Section 8 as 
an action of the City pursuant to the State Environmental Policy Act, Ch. 43.21 C RCW ("SEPA"). 
The City's Public Works Department prepared SEPA checklist for said action dated May 20, 2020. 
After reviewing the SEPA checklist, the City's Community Development Department issued a 
determination of nonsignificance dated May 21, 2020, which also gave public notice of a 15-day 
comment period. The comment period closed on June 4, 2020. No comments were received 
that expressed opposition to the City's proposed action; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council on June 16, 2020 adopted Resolution 26-20 establishing a 
Public Hearing date of July 21, 2020 for the proposed amendment to the Section 8 Local Roadway 
Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council conducted a public hearing to consider the actions set forth 
herein on July 21, 2020, at which public comment was accepted; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the actions set forth herein are 
consistent with the goals and policies of the City's comprehensive plan; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the actions set forth herein are in the 
best interests of the public health, safety, and welfare; 



NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, 
WASHINGTON, do hereby ordain as follows: 

SECTION 1: Adoption of proposed amendment to the Section 8 Local Roadway Plan: The 
Local Roadway Plan for Section 8, set forth in the attached Exhibit A, which is hereby incorporated 
by this reference as if fully set forth herein, is hereby approved and adopted. 

SECTION 2: Severability: If any section, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance should 
be held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or 
unconstitutionality shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section, sentence, 
clause or phrase of this ordinance. 

SECTION 3: Effective date: This ordinance shall take effect and be in force five (5) days after 
its passage and publication as required by law. 

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF WEST RICHLAND, 
WASHINGTON, at a regular meeting thereof this 21st day of July, 2020. 

~~ 
Brent Gerry, Mayor 

ATTEST: 

APir0:_F_O_R_M_: ---

Bronson Brown, City Attorney 
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