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November 06, 2023 
 
 
John Sawyers        Email: DSawyers@outlook.com 
937 View Drive 
Richland, WA 99352 
 
RE: Written Determination of Completeness 

File Number: VAR 2023-007 
 
 
Dear Mr. Sawyers, 
 
This office is in receipt of your project permit application for a variance to encroach 20 feet into the 
required 25-foot side (northeast) parcel setback for accessory structures bordering access 
easements in the Rural Lands One Acre zoning district. We have determined that the required 
materials have been submitted and the application is complete. File number VAR 2023-007 has 
been assigned and the review process will now begin.  
 
During the review and comment period, more clarification or information may be needed from you.  
If additional information is required, it will need to be submitted to our office before we can make a 
final determination 
 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, do not hesitate to contact this office. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
________________________ 
Liz Koerner - Associate Planner 
Benton County Community Development Department  
Planning Division 

 
 



 

 

 

 

Community Development Department                                    Planning Division 
Prosser Office: 620 Market Street, 1st Floor           (509) 786-5612    

Kennewick Office: 102206 East Wiser Parkway        Planning.department@co.benton.wa.us 

www.co.benton.wa.us                       102206 E Wiser Parkway, Kennewick, WA 99338 

 
DATE:  November 6, 2023 
 
TO:  Benton County Public Works Department 

Benton County Code Enforcement 
Benton County Building Division 
Benton-Franklin Health District 
Benton County Fire District # 1 
Benton County Fire Marshal 
City of Richland 
Columbia Irrigation District 
Benton REA 
 

FROM: Benton County Community Development Department 
Planning Division 

 
RE:  Variance Request  

File # VAR 2023-007 
Applicant: John Sawyers  
Parcel #: 1-2298-201-0046-001 

 
 
VARIANCE REQUEST: 
 
The applicant is proposing to construct a 20’ x 26’ shop within the Rural Lands One Acre 
zoning district (1) and is requesting a variance to reduce the required 25-foot setback 
from the side (north) property line by 20 feet.  
 
RL1 setbacks require all accessory buildings have a setback of 25 feet from the edge of 
any access easements. The granting of this variance would allow the proposed shop 
dwelling to have a setback of 5 feet from the property line. 
  
Attached please find the application materials submitted for your review. 
  
Please submit your comments to planning.department@co.benton.wa.us by November 
20, 2023 
 

Thank you,  
Benton County Planning Division 
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Nikki Relyea

From: CID <cid@columbiairrigation.com>

Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 3:56 PM

To: Planning Department

Subject: [EXTERNAL]   RE: Agency Review VAR 2023-007 - John Sawyers with attachments

EXTERNAL EMAIL WARNING!!!: This email originated from outside of Benton County. DO NOT click links or open attachments unless 

you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. 

 

Hi Nikki,  

 

CID has no comments as this is outside of our District Boundaries.  

 

Thanks!  

 

  

 

Morghan Leetch  

Administrative Assistant 
Phone: 509-586-6118 Fax: 509-586-0485 
Web: ColumbiaIrrigation.com 

10 E. Kennewick Ave, Kennewick WA 99337 
  
  
  

 

 

From: Planning Department <Planning.Department@co.benton.wa.us>  

Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 3:22 PM 

To: Cristina Woods <Cristina.Woods@co.benton.wa.us>; Code Enforcement <code.enforcement@co.benton.wa.us>; 

Brad O'Brien <Brad.Obrien@co.benton.wa.us>; Troy Taylor <Troy.Taylor@co.benton.wa.us>; Benton Franklin Health 

District - Rebecca Warrington <rebeccaw@bfhd.wa.gov>; Bentn Franklin Health District - Sean D (seand@bfhd.wa.gov) 

<seand@bfhd.wa.gov>; lonnie@bentonone.org; Fire District # 1 - Scott <scott@bentonone.org>; Gary Tiplady 

<Gary.Tiplady@co.benton.wa.us>; City of Richland - Stevens, Mike <mstevens@ci.richland.wa.us>; CID 

<cid@columbiairrigation.com>; Benton REA - Derek Miller <dmiller@bentonrea.org>; Benton REA - Nick Pryor 

<NPryor@bentonrea.org> 

Subject: RE: Agency Review VAR 2023-007 - John Sawyers with attachments 

 

Apologies to all, 

 

The attachments did not upload.  Please see the attached application materials. 

 

Thank you 

 



 

 

 

Community Development 
Building Division 
102206 E. Wiser Parkway 
Kennewick, WA 99338 
 

  Fire Marshal 
Gary Tiplady 

 (509) 735-3500 
Gary.Tiplady@co.benton.wa.us  

 

 
Fire Marshal Comments:      
 
Date: November 7, 2023 
 
Nikki, 
 
    From the perspective of the Fire Marshal, I have no comments at this time. 

 
 

 

    If you have questions on these requirements, please, feel free to contact the 
County Fire Marshal at (509) 735-3500.  Ext 2411. 
 
Re: VAR 2023-007, Sawyers 
 
Gary Tiplady 
Benton County Fire Marshal 
Building Inspector II 
509-735-3500 
Gary.Tiplady@co.benton.wa.us 

 

mailto:Gary.Tiplady@co.benton.wa.us
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Nikki Relyea

From: Cristina Woods

Sent: Wednesday, November 22, 2023 8:36 AM

To: Planning Department

Subject: RE: Agency Review VAR 2023-007 - John Sawyers with attachments

Good morning 

 

Sorry for the delayed response. 

Luckily PW has no comments 
���� 

 

Thank you 

 

 

 

Cristina Woods,PE ● Civil Engineer I 

Benton County Public Works 

102206 Wiser Parkway , Kennewick WA, 99338 

cristina.woods@co.benton.wa.us 

(509) 786-5611 

 

   

 

From: Planning Department <Planning.Department@co.benton.wa.us>  

Sent: Monday, November 6, 2023 3:22 PM 

To: Cristina Woods <Cristina.Woods@co.benton.wa.us>; Code Enforcement <code.enforcement@co.benton.wa.us>; 

Brad O'Brien <Brad.Obrien@co.benton.wa.us>; Troy Taylor <Troy.Taylor@co.benton.wa.us>; Benton Franklin Health 

District - Rebecca Warrington <rebeccaw@bfhd.wa.gov>; Bentn Franklin Health District - Sean D (seand@bfhd.wa.gov) 

<seand@bfhd.wa.gov>; lonnie@bentonone.org; Fire District # 1 - Scott <scott@bentonone.org>; Gary Tiplady 

<Gary.Tiplady@co.benton.wa.us>; City of Richland - Stevens, Mike <mstevens@ci.richland.wa.us>; Columbia Irrigation 

District <cid@columbiairrigation.com>; Benton REA - Derek Miller <dmiller@bentonrea.org>; Benton REA - Nick Pryor 

<NPryor@bentonrea.org> 

Subject: RE: Agency Review VAR 2023-007 - John Sawyers with attachments 

 

Apologies to all, 

 

The attachments did not upload.  Please see the attached application materials. 

 

Thank you 

 


