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Community Development Department Planning Division 
Prosser Office: 620 Market Street, 1st Floor (509) 786-5612
Kennewick Office: 102206 East Wiser Parkway P.O. Box 910, Prosser, WA 99350 
www.co.benton.wa.us planning.department@co.benton.wa.us 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

NOTICE OF HEARING BEFORE THE BENTON COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS in the matter 
of County Planning:  

SPV 2021-002 - A Short Plat Vacation application by James Queener to vacate approximately 
170 feet of the 10-foot irrigation easement running through the southeast corner of Lot 3 of Short 
Plat 3000.  The applicants are proposing to replace the vacated easement with a new 10-foot 
irrigation easement adjacent to the east property line. The property is located northwest of 
intersection of N. River Road and W Buena Vista Roads, in Section 3, Township 8 North, Range 
24 East, W.M.  

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Board of County Commissioners will hold a public hearing on 
April 27, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. in the Commissioners Meeting Room.  Due to the ongoing and 
unprecedented COVID-19 emergency, participation in this meeting will only be offered virtually. 
All concerned persons may virtually appear and present any support for or objection to an 
application or provide written testimony to the Board of County Commissioners in care of the 
Planning Division on or before the date of the hearing. Written testimony may be submitted 
to the Benton County Planning Division PO Box 910 Prosser, WA 99350 by 3 p.m. 
Monday April 26, 2021.  

To find information regarding testifying and on virtual attendance options including 
https://www.co.benton.wa.us/agendalist.aspx?categoryid=1181 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN THAT all testimony for or against the proposed amendment and 
short plat vacation will be taken at this time.  All concerned persons may appear and present any 
support or objections to the proposed amendment or short plat vacation. Further information 
regarding these files and copies of the proposals are available at no cost from the Benton County 
Planning Division, P.O. Box 910, Prosser, WA 99350. Telephone: Prosser (509) 786-5612; 
Tri-Cities (509) 736-3086 or on our website at https://tinyurl.com/BCpublicnotice. 

BASED ON THE TESTIMONY presented at the public hearing, the Board of County Commissioners 
may approve, disapprove or they may make changes to the proposed ordinances or short plat 
vacation application.  Any information submitted to the Benton County Planning Division is subject 
to public records disclosure law for the State of Washington (RCW Chapter 42.56) and all other 
applicable law that may require the release of the documents to the public. 

DATED this 12th day of April 2021. 

JEROME DELVIN, Chairman 
BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Michelle Cooke, Assistant Planning Manager 
Benton County Planning Division 

PUBLISH: April 14, 2021 
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Donna Hutchinson

From: Clark Posey
Sent: Tuesday, March 30, 2021 10:18 AM
To: Donna Hutchinson
Subject: RE: SPV 2021-002 Agency Review

It would make since to vacate the complete portion of the easement on Lot 3 instead of leaving the short portion in the 
SE corner. 
If the upper portion is vacated there is probably nothing in the bottom portion to keep as an Irrigation easement. 

Fire Marshal has no additional comments for this SPV 2021‐002 

Thank you, 

Clark 

From: Donna Hutchinson <Donna.Hutchinson@co.benton.wa.us>  
Sent: Monday, March 29, 2021 10:45 AM 
To: Cristina Woods <Cristina.Woods@co.benton.wa.us>; Fire District #3 ‐ Seth <SJohnson@westbentonfirerescue.org>; 
Benton Franklin Health District ‐ Rick Dawson <rickd@bfhd.wa.gov>; Benton PUD‐Chad Brooks 
<Brooksc@bentonpud.org>; Benton PUD‐Mike Irving <irvingm@bentonpud.org>; Benton PUD‐Shanna Everson 
<eversons@bentonpud.org>; Benton PUD‐tina Glines (glinest@bentonpud.org) <glinest@bentonpud.org>; Rigo 
Diosdado <diosdador@svid.org>; City of Prosser ‐ Steve Zetz <szetz@cityofprosser.com>; Brad O'Brien 
<Brad.Obrien@co.benton.wa.us>; Clark Posey <Clark.Posey@co.benton.wa.us>; Jenelle Schadler 
<Jenelle.Schadler@co.benton.wa.us>; Michelle Johnson <Michelle.Johnson@co.benton.wa.us>; Rod Worthington 
<Rod.Worthington@co.benton.wa.us>; Troy Taylor <Troy.Taylor@co.benton.wa.us> 
Subject: SPV 2021‐002 Agency Review 

Please see the attached documents for your review of a short plat vacation for James/Brigetta 
Queener.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact our office. 
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: This e‐mail account is public domain.  Any correspondence from or to this email account may be a public 
record.  Accordingly, this email, in whole or in part, may be subject to disclosure pursuant to RCW 42.56, regardless of any claim of confidentiality 
or privilege asserted by an external party. 

Prosser: We are now located within the Road Department/Public Works Office on the first floor of the Benton County Courthouse at 
620 Market St, Prosser WA 99350.  Due to COVID 19 the Prosser Courthouse is currently closed to the public.  Please contact us by 
email or phone. 
Kennewick: The County has opened a new Public Services Office at 102206 E Wiser Parkway, Kennewick, which houses the 
Planning, Building and Road Departments.  
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Donna Hutchinson

From: Cristina Woods
Sent: Tuesday, April 13, 2021 9:59 AM
To: Donna Hutchinson
Subject: RE: SPV 2021-002 Agency Review

Donna 

I forgot to reply to this, but we had no comments. 

Thanks 

Cristina Woods, MS ● Engineering Tech III 
Benton County Public Works 
102206 Wiser Parkway , WA, 99338 
cristina.woods@co.benton.wa.us 
(509) 786-5611

From: Donna Hutchinson <Donna.Hutchinson@co.benton.wa.us>  
Sent: Monday, March 29, 2021 10:45 AM 
To: Cristina Woods <Cristina.Woods@co.benton.wa.us>; Fire District #3 ‐ Seth <SJohnson@westbentonfirerescue.org>; 
Benton Franklin Health District ‐ Rick Dawson <rickd@bfhd.wa.gov>; Benton PUD‐Chad Brooks 
<Brooksc@bentonpud.org>; Benton PUD‐Mike Irving <irvingm@bentonpud.org>; Benton PUD‐Shanna Everson 
<eversons@bentonpud.org>; Benton PUD‐tina Glines (glinest@bentonpud.org) <glinest@bentonpud.org>; Rigo 
Diosdado <diosdador@svid.org>; City of Prosser ‐ Steve Zetz <szetz@cityofprosser.com>; Brad O'Brien 
<Brad.Obrien@co.benton.wa.us>; Clark Posey <Clark.Posey@co.benton.wa.us>; Jenelle Schadler 
<Jenelle.Schadler@co.benton.wa.us>; Michelle Johnson <Michelle.Johnson@co.benton.wa.us>; Rod Worthington 
<Rod.Worthington@co.benton.wa.us>; Troy Taylor <Troy.Taylor@co.benton.wa.us> 
Subject: SPV 2021‐002 Agency Review 

Please see the attached documents for your review of a short plat vacation for James/Brigetta 
Queener.  If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact our office. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC DISCLOSURE: This e‐mail account is public domain.  Any correspondence from or to this email account may be a public 
record.  Accordingly, this email, in whole or in part, may be subject to disclosure pursuant to RCW 42.56, regardless of any claim of confidentiality 
or privilege asserted by an external party. 
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Prosser: We are now located within the Road Department/Public Works Office on the first floor of the Benton County Courthouse at 
620 Market St, Prosser WA 99350.  Due to COVID 19 the Prosser Courthouse is currently closed to the public.  Please contact us by 
email or phone. 
Kennewick: The County has opened a new Public Services Office at 102206 E Wiser Parkway, Kennewick, which houses the 
Planning, Building and Road Departments.  
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4. PERIOD OF PERFORMANCE 
Performance under this Agreement begins January 1, 2021, regardless of the date of 
execution, and ends on August 31, 2021. 

5.  COMPENSATION 
a) The Court may be reimbursed a maximum of $15,480 for UGA appointment services 

costs incurred during the period of January 1, 2021 to June 30, 2021.  No 
reimbursement will be made under this Agreement for UGA appointment services 
incurred after June 30, 2021, and any reimbursement beyond this amount will be 
denied. 

b) If this agreement is terminated, the Court will only receive payment for performance 
rendered or costs incurred in accordance with the terms of this agreement prior to the 
effective date of termination. 

c) The Court will submit its A-19 invoices monthly or bimonthly to: 
ReimbursementProgram@courts.wa.gov. Forms A-19 submitted under this agreement 
must include: 

1) Billing reports from attorneys and visitors whose costs are being reimbursed, 
including hours billed and services provided; and 

2) Payment documents from the Court indicating case number; amount paid, and 
payee. 

d) Data required in 3b above must be submitted electronically to the AOC in conjunction 
with the bimonthly invoice.  

e) Payment to the Court for approved and completed work will be made by warrant or 
account transfer by AOC within 30 days of receipt of a properly-completed invoice and 
the completed data report. 

f) The Court must maintain sufficient backup documentation of expenses under this 
Agreement. 

g) The AOC, upon consultation with the SCJA and after May 1, 2021, may initiate 
revenue sharing and reallocate funding among courts as prioritized by the SCJA. If 
such adjustments are made, Court will be notified by letter and e-mail from AOC, and 
such a letter will be attached to this agreement as Addendum A. 

6. TREATMENT OF ASSETS AND PROPERTY  
The AOC is the owner of any and all fixed assets or personal property jointly or 
cooperatively, acquired, held, used, or disposed of pursuant to this Agreement. 

7. RIGHTS IN DATA 
Unless otherwise provided, data which originates from this Agreement are “works for hire” 
as defined by the U.S. Copyright Act of 1976 and are owned by the AOC. Data includes, 
but is not limited to: reports, documents, pamphlets, advertisements, books, magazines, 
surveys, studies, computer programs, films, tapes, and video and/or sound reproductions. 
Ownership includes the right to copyright, patent, register, and the ability to transfer these 
rights. In the event that any of the deliverables under this Agreement include material not 
included within the definition of “works for hire,” the Court hereby assigns such rights to the 
AOC as consideration for this Agreement. 
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rendered or costs incurred in accordance with the terms of this Agreement prior to the 
effective date of termination. 

14. GOVERNANCE 
This Agreement is entered into pursuant to and under the authority granted by the laws of 
the state of Washington and any applicable federal laws. The provisions of this Agreement 
must be construed to conform to those laws. 

In the event of an inconsistency in the terms of this Agreement, or between its terms and 
any applicable statute or rule, the inconsistency will be resolved by giving precedence in 
the following order: 

a. Applicable state and federal statutes and rules; 

b. This Agreement; and 

c. Any other provisions of the agreement, including materials incorporated by reference. 

15. ASSIGNMENT 
The work to be provided under this Agreement, and any claim arising hereunder, is not 
assignable or delegable by either party in whole or in part, without the express prior written 
consent of the other party, which consent may not be unreasonably withheld. 

16. WAIVER  
A failure by either party to exercise its rights under this Agreement does not preclude that 
party from subsequent exercise of such rights and is not a waiver of any other rights under 
this Agreement unless stated to be such in a writing signed by an authorized 
representative of the party and attached to the original Agreement. 

17. SEVERABILITY 
If any provision of this Agreement, or any provision of any document incorporated by 
reference is held invalid, such invalidity does not affect the other provisions of this 
Agreement which can be given effect without the invalid provision and to this end the 
provisions of this Agreement are declared to be severable. 

18. AGREEMENT MANAGEMENT 
The program managers noted below are responsible for and are the contact people for all 
communications and billings regarding the performance of this Agreement: 

 
  

AOC Program Manager Court Program Manager 
Heidi Green 
Senior Policy Analyst 
PO Box 41170 
Olympia, WA 98504-1170 
Heidi.green@courts.wa.gov 
(360)704-1932 

Tiffany Deaton 
Court Administrator 
7122 W Okanogan Pl, Bldg A 
Kennewick, WA 99336-2359 
tiffany.deaton@co.benton.wa.us  
(509) 736-3071 Ext. 3318 
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19. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 
This Agreement contains all the terms and conditions agreed upon by the parties. No other 
understandings, oral or otherwise, regarding the subject matter of this Agreement are 
considered to exist or to bind any of the parties to this agreement unless otherwise stated in 
this Agreement. 

 

 

AGREED: 
 

Administrative Office of the Courts  Court 
   
   

   

Signature                                         Date  Signature                                         Date 

   
Ramsey Radwan   
Name  Name 

   
Director, MSD   
Title   Title  



COMMISSIONERS’ AGENDA ACTION SHEET 

Meeting Date: April 27, 2021 

Subject: 2nd Addendum to METRO Interlocal Agreement 

Presenter: Matt Rasmussen 

Prepared By: Matt Rasmussen 

Reviewed By: Jerrod MacPherson, Ryan Brown 

PA Review, Approval to Form: ☒ Yes     ☐  No     ☐  N/A      (If no, include reasoning for no approval)

Type of Agenda Item: Type of Action Needed: (Multiple boxes can be checked, if necessary) 

☐ Consent Agenda

☐ Public Hearing

☒ Scheduled Business

☐ Discussion Only

☐ Decision / Direction

☐ Sign Letter / Document

☐ Pass Motion

☒ Pass Resolution

☐ Pass Ordinance

☐ Execute Contract

Summary / Background Information 

Benton County has historically participated in the region wide Metro program along with Franklin County and 
the major cities. Starting in 2018 the grants that traditionally provided the majority of Metro funding began to 
dry up resulting in a shortfall in the metro budget. Benton and Franklin Counties agreed to help cover said 
shortfall through June of 2019. Since then the metro program has continued operating while a new agreement 
was worked out to address on-going budget shortfalls. 

A new agreement has been reached to address the funding shortfall through the end of 2024. Benton County and 
Franklin County are picking up the cost of an administrative position and an additional $50,000 annually to help with 
training, overtime and confidential buy funds. The cost is split 75% to Benton County and 25% to Franklin County. The 
total amount will be offset by any grants the Metro program is able to obtain for covering those costs. Additional funding 
shortfalls beyond the administrative position and confidential buy funds are split between the 6 parties as outlined in the 
agreement. The agreement further stipulates that beyond December 31, 2024 all funding shortfalls will be split between 
the 6 parties unless otherwise agreed. 

An addendum to the interlocal agreement has been prepared and approved to form by the Prosecuting Attorney's Office. 
The City of Kennewick is coordinating signatures on a single document so the actual signature of the Chairman and the 
PA will be collected at a later date. 

Fiscal Impact 

The total annual shortfall is approximately $141,000. Benton County’s share is $105,750 annually. Over the term of the 
agreement the total cost paid by Benton County will be $423,000. These costs will be paid with funds from the Public 
Safety Sales Tax. 

Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the Board approve the 2nd Addendum to the METRO Interlocal Agreement and authorize the 
Chairman of the Board to execute the amendment on behalf of the County. 

Suggested Motion 

I move to approve the 2nd Addendum to the METRO interlocal Agreement and authorize the Chairman of the Board to 
sign it on behalf of Benton County. 



cc:  Commissioners  M. Rasmussen 

RESOLUTION 
 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF BENTON COUNTY, WASHINGTON: 
 
IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING THE SECOND ADDENDUM TO THE METRO INTERLOCAL 
AGREEMENT 

 
WHEREAS, for several decades Benton and Franklin County along with their respective cities have been 
cooperating to combat violations of controlled substance laws under various informal and formal agreements the 
most recent of which was authorized by Benton County Resolution 2017-398; and  
 
WHEREAS, historically the Metro program has been primarily funded by grants including the Byrne JAG Grant 
and the High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) grant along with contributions from the Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA); and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2018 the HIDTA grant program stopped and the Byrne JAG Grant began to fluctuate in amount and 
timing of funding resulting in shortfalls in the Metro program; and 
 
WHEREAS, in order to ensure the program could continue Benton County entered into an amendment to the 2017 
Metro agreement under Resolution 2018-218 to address the funding shortfall with additional contributions from the 
Counties using Public Safety Sales Tax funds; and 
 
WHEREAS the amendment only addressed funding shortfalls through June of 2019 and the Counties and Cities have 
been working on another agreement to address the on-going shortfalls; and 
 
WHEREAS a new agreement has been reached to address the funding shortfall through December 31, 2024 using 
Public Safety Sales Tax funds; and 
 
WHEREAS, costs for the Metro program appear to be a legitimate use of Public Safety Sales Tax funds and the Board 
of County Commissioners desire to ensure the Metro program has adequate funding. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Benton County Commissioners hereby approve the 
Second Addendum to the METRO interlocal Agreement; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chairman of the Board be, and hereby is, authorized to execute said 
addendum on behalf of Benton County. 
 
 
Dated this 27th day of April 2021. 

 
 

       
Chairman of the Board  

 
       

Chairman Pro Tem  
 

Attest…………………………………………         
Clerk of the Board Member 

 
Constituting the Board of County Commissioners 

   of Benton County, Washington   
  

 



ADDENDUM NO. 2 

TO THE 

METRO INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

 

THIS ADDENDUM is made and entered into effective January 1, 2021, by and between the following 

parties: 

 

City of Pasco 

City of Kennewick 

City of Richland 

City of West Richland 

Benton County 

Franklin County 

 

SECTION 1 – PURPOSE 

 

The Tri‐Cities Metro Drug Task Force (Metro) has primarily been funded by the Byrne JAG Grant, the 

High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area (HIDTA) Program and the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA).  

The Byrne JAG Grant is primarily utilized for funding the legal secretary position and portions of the 

Metro Commander and Metro Sergeant’s position.  The HIDTA funding has primarily been utilized for 

confidential buy funds, personnel overtime, and training reimbursement.  The DEA has provided office 

space and electronic equipment. 

 

Until 2018, the Byrne JAG Grant had adequately funded a legal secretary and portions of the 

Commander and Sergeant’s positions.  In 2018 the grant funds were received late which necessitated 

the first Addendum to the Metro Interlocal Agreement to cover the temporary shortfall through June 

30, 2019.  In 2019, the Byrne JAG Grant funds that were received did not provide sufficient funding to 

cover the costs of those positions, which were reflected in the adopted budget for the 2019‐2020 Metro 

budget cycle.  The parties do not expect to receive JAG Grant funds in 2020 or thereafter. Additionally, 

the HIDTA funding has not been available since 2018, which must be made up through additional 

contributions by the Metro members. 

 

Beginning July 1, 2020, the legal secretary position was changed to an administrative assistant position. 

 

It is the parties’ intent to agree to the following to address the funding shortfalls resulting from the 

decrease in available grant funds to Metro for the period January 1, 2021, through December 31, 2024. 

 

THEREFORE, IN CONSIDERATION of the mutual covenants contained herein, the parties agree to amend 

the Metro Interlocal Agreement as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 



SECTION 2 ‐ AMENDMENT 

 

Section 1. Addendum No. 1 dated March 30, 2018, is superseded hereby, and subsection (e) of Section 5 

of the Metro Interlocal Agreement is hereby replaced in its entirety and shall, effective January 1, 2021, 

read as follows: 

 

e.  In addition  to  the personnel contributed by  the parties  to Metro,  financial assistance shall be 

provided as follows: 

 

(1) Until December  31,  2024,  Benton  County  shall  pay  quarterly  for  75%  of  the  cost  of  the 

administrative assistant provided by  the City of Kennewick plus $37,500 annually  ($9,375 

quarterly) for confidential buy funds. Seventy‐five percent (75%) of any Byrne JAG Grant funds 

or HIDTA funding received in 2021 or later shall be applied as a credit towards any invoice to 

Benton County until the balance of those funds has been exhausted. 

(2) Until December  31,  2024,  Franklin County  shall pay quarterly  for  25% of  the  cost of  the 

administrative assistant provided by  the City of Kennewick plus $12,500 annually  ($3,125 

quarterly) for confidential buy funds. Twenty‐five percent (25%) of any Byrne JAG Grant funds 

or HIDTA funding received in 2021 or later shall be applied as a credit towards any invoice to 

Franklin County until the balance of those funds has been exhausted. 

(3) Until December 31, 2024, any funding shortfall for METRO for costs other than the costs of 

the administrative assistant and the County contribution for confidential buy funds as agreed 

to above shall be split as follows: 

 

Benton County – 18.18% 

Franklin County – 18.18% 

City of Kennewick – 18.18% 

City of Pasco – 18.18% 

City of Richland – 18.18%  

City of West Richland – 9.10% 

 

(4) Unless mutually agreed upon through a future addendum to the Metro Interlocal Agreement, 

effective January 1, 2025, and thereafter all funding shortfalls for METRO shall be split in the 

same manner outlined in subsection (3) above. 

 

Section 2.  All other terms and conditions contained in the Metro Interlocal Agreement dated May 16, 

2017 not specifically amended above shall remain in full force and effect.  

 

DATED this ______ day of April, 2021. 

 

CITY OF KENNEWICK            CITY OF RICHLAND 

 

 

______________________________________      ________________________________ 

MARIE E. MOSLEY, City Manager        JON AMUNDSON, Interim City Manager 



Approved as to Form: 

 

 

______________________________________      ________________________________ 

LISA BEATON              HEATHER D. KINTZLEY 

Kennewick City Attorney          Richland City Attorney 

 

CITY OF PASCO              FRANKLIN COUNTY 

 

 

______________________________________      ________________________________ 

DAVID ZABELL, City Manager          CLINT DIDIER, Commissioner 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

 

______________________________________      ________________________________ 

ERIC W. FERGUSON            JENNIFER JOHNSON 

Pasco City Attorney            Franklin County Prosecutor’s Office 

 

CITY OF WEST RICHLAND          BENTON COUNTY 

 

 

______________________________________      ________________________________ 

BRENT GERRY, Mayor            JEROME DELVIN, Commissioner 

 

Approved as to Form: 

 

 

______________________________________      ________________________________ 

BRONSON BROWN            RYAN BROWN 

West Richland City Attorney          Benton County Prosecutor’s Office 
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