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Notice:  Meeting provided by Live-Broadcast and Telephonically as follows: 

 
Live-Broadcast @ link below: 

https://www.co.benton.wa.us/agendalist.aspx?categoryid=1181  

 

Telephonically by: 

Dial:  509 222-2310 

Meeting ID:  4961# 

Attendee Access Code:  4961# 

 

 
AGENDA 

BOARD OF BENTON COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

Regular Board Meeting 

 Tuesday, September 15, 2020 

 

 

   9:00 AM Call to Order 

    Approval of Minutes  

❖ September 1, 2020  

    

   Review Agenda 

 

Consent Agenda 

  

   Auditor 

a. Surplus and Disposition of Personal Property     

Coroner 

b. Memorandum of Understanding w/LifeNet Health Northwest  

Corrections 

c. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 120  

d. Memorandum of Understanding w/Support, Advocacy & Resource Center to Acknowledge a 

Working Relationship  

Jerome Delvin 
District 1 

Shon Small 
District 2 

James Beaver 
District 3 

Board of County Commissioners 
 

Jerrod MacPherson 
County Administrator 

 
Matt Rasmussen 

Deputy County Administrator             
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e. Purchase of One Polygraph Sensor Box Package From Axciton Computerized Polygraghs  

   Facilities 

f. Contract w/Campbell Underground LLC for Backflow Inspection & Repair 

g. Contract w/Craftsman Cabinets & Flooring Inc for Public Services Building Countertop 

Replacement Project  

h. Contract w/TCA Enterprises for the Badger Mountain Maintenance Building Asphalt Project  

i. One-Time Payment Authorization for Carpet Squares From Great Floors for Prosser 

Courthouse Remodel Project 

j. Contract w/Western States for the Backup Generator Service & Repair @ the Justice Center 

& Health Dept. 

k. Change Order No. 1 w/Cliff Thorn Construction for Annex Restroom Renovation  

Human Services 

l. Ratifying Agreement w/WA State Dept. of Commerce Community Services & Housing 

Assistance Unit for Rental Assistance  

m. Agreement w/Michelle Santo for Community Prevention Coordinator  

n. Agreement w/Breanna Zavicar for Community Prevention Coordinator  

Information Technology 

o. Purchase of a Three-Year Subscription for Cisco Flex From CompuNet  

p. Purchase of a Three-Year Subscription for Social Media Archiving From Pagefreezer  

Juvenile 

q. Truancy Contract w/Finley School District    

r. Agreement w/State of WA Administrative Office of the Courts for BECCA Bill Program  

Planning 

s. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0000-101, Dept. 116 

t. Final Plat of Steeplechase Phase 1 – SUB 2020-006  

u. Vacation of Ten Foot Drainage Easement – SV 19-02  

Public Safety Sales Tax 

v. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0148-101, Dept. 115 

w. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0148-101, Dept. 120    

Public Works 

x. Line Item Transfer, Fund No. 0101-101, Dept. 500 

y. Granting A Franchise to Sunheaven Farms for Water Lines Systems & Facilities in County 

Road Rights of Way 

z. Granting A Franchise to Eddie Farms Inc for Irrigation Pipe Systems & Facilities in County 

Road Rights of Way  

aa. Granting A Franchise to Plymouth Water District for Water Delivery System & Facilities in 

County Road Rights of Way  

bb. Purchase of John Deere Grader from Pape Machinery Inc.  

cc. Purchase of Asphalt Emulsion for Bituminous Surface Treatment Projects From Albina 

Holdings  

dd. Declaring Snipes Road Bituminous Surface Treatment Project an “Emergent Project” 

ee. Rural Arterial Program Final Prospectus for Construction of County Well Road Phase 1 & 

County Well Road Phase 2 

Sheriff 

ff. Purchase of Communication Equipment From Motorola Solutions    

gg. Memorandum of Understanding Modification w/United States Marshal for Join Law 

Enforcement Operations   
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Treasurer 

hh. Agreement w/FHN Financial Main Street Advisors for the Oversight of Investment Program  

Workforce Development  

ii. Contract w/Career Path Services for Youth Services  

 

Public Comment ~ for public engagement during Commissioners’ meetings, please use the 

public comments phone line @:   Dial:  509 460-4941 

    

   Scheduled Business 

 

Agreement w/PowerDMS for Subscription Material for Policy Manuals & Training ~ BCSO 

 

Agreement w/Lexipol for Use of Subscription Material on Policy Manuals & Training Bulletins ~ 

BCSO 

 

Amendment No. 3 w/MMEC for the Administration Building ~ R Blain  

 

Request for Office Assistant III Position in the Treasurer’s Office ~ L Wingfield, K Spencer, K  

Yniguez 

 

Keep Washington Working Act Policy ~ A Morasch  

 

Cares Act Agreement w/WA State Dept. of Commerce ~ A Fyall  

  

Agreement w/Department of Ecology ~ A Fyall   

 

Quit Claim Deeds ~ M Rasmussen 

 

 Other Business 
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cc: Auditor, Treasurer               L. Wingfield 

 
  

Meeting Date: 9/15/2020  

Subject: Approval Request to Post and Fill Treasurer’s Office Vacancy  

Presenter: K. Spencer, K. Yniguez, and L. Wingfield  

Prepared By: L. Wingfield  

Reviewed By: K. Spencer and K. Yniguez  

PA Review, Approval to Form: ☐  Yes     ☐  No     ☒  N/A      (If no, include reasoning for no approval) 

  

Type of Agenda Item: Type of Action Needed: (Multiple boxes can be checked, if necessary) 
 

 ☐  Consent Agenda  

 ☐  Public Hearing 

 ☒  Scheduled Business 

☐  Discussion Only 

☐  Decision / Direction 

☐  Sign Letter / Document 

☐  Pass Motion 

☒  Pass Resolution  

☐  Pass Ordinance 

☐  Execute Contract 

 

Summary / Background Information 

Resolution 2020-602 required Benton County Board of Commissioners approval prior to posting and filling vacant 

positions.  One of the positions with prior approval per that resolution was an Accounting Assistant II position within 

the Treasurer’s Office.  That position has since been filled by a current employee within the Treasurer’s Office leaving 

an Office Assistant III position vacant.  With tax season in the near future, the Treasurer’s Office would like to have 

time to hire and train a new staff member to conduct this vital function.  The current vacancy is an Office Assistant III, 

position 1507. 

Fiscal Impact 

No supplement required.  

  

Recommendation 

Approve the resolution approving position 1507, Office Assistant III, in the Treasurer’s Office be posted and 

filled. 

 

Suggested Motion 

I move to approve the resolution to post and fill position 1507, an Office Assistant III in the Treasurer’s Office.  

  



cc: Auditor, Treasurer               L. Wingfield 

 

RESOLUTION 
 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF BENTON COUNTY, WASHINGTON 

 

IN THE MATTER OF APPROVING POSITION 1507, OFFICE ASSISTANT III, IN THE TREASURER’S 
OFFICE TO BE POSTED AND FILLED. 

WHEREAS, Resolution 2020-602 required Benton County Board of Commissioners approval prior to posting and 

filling vacant positions; and, 

WHEREAS, Resolution 2020-602 approved posting and filling an Accounting Assistant II position within the 

Treasurer’s Office which has since been filled by a current employee within the Treasurer’s Office leaving an Office 

Assistant III position vacant; and, 

WHEREAS, hiring someone to fill the vacant Office Assistant III now is vital to the Treasurer’s Office because it would 

allow the office to hire and train a new employee prior to tax season; NOW THEREFORE, 

BE IT RESOLVED the Benton County Board of Commissioners approve posting and filling the vacant Office Assistant 

III, position 1507, in the Treasurer’s Office. 

 

Dated this________________ day of ________________, 2020. 

 

________________________                

Chairman of the Board 

 

________________________ 

Member 

 

________________________ 

Member  

                  

Constituting the Board of Commissioners 

of Benton County, Washington 

Attest....................................................... 

                    Clerk of the Board 











































































































COMMISSIONERS’ AGENDA ACTION SHEET 
 

  

Meeting Date: September 15, 2020  

Subject: Execute Quit Claim Deeds releasing interest in alley way   

Presenter: Matt Rasmussen 

Prepared By: Matt Rasmussen  

Reviewed By: Jerrod MacPherson  

PA Review, Approval to Form: ☐  Yes     ☐  No     ☒  N/A      (If no, include reasoning for no approval) 

  
Type of Agenda Item: Type of Action Needed: (Multiple boxes can be checked, if necessary) 

 

 ☐  Consent Agenda  

 ☐  Public Hearing 

 ☒  Scheduled Business 

☐  Discussion Only 

☐  Decision / Direction 

☒  Sign Letter / Document 

☐  Pass Motion 

☒  Pass Resolution  

☐  Pass Ordinance 

☐  Execute Contract 

 

Summary / Background Information 

Benton County was dedicated a 10 feet wide alley way in 1948 in the Island View area.  The original dedication 
was for “public use and purposes” which the County considered as right of way.  That position is supported in 
Washington State case law most recently with Kiely v. Graves, 173 Wn.2nd 926, 934 (2012). The alley itself 
appears to never have been constructed and the surrounding properties have occupied it as part of their 
respective yards for an unknown amount of time. In 1965 the area in question was annexed by the City of 
Richland. The County assumed that, like all other rights of way, the ownership of the alley transferred to the 
City with the annexation. 

Approximately 9 months ago the County was contacted by an attorney representing one of the property owners 
adjacent to the alley. Their client was attempting to subdivide their property and were told by the City of 
Richland that they would need to resolve ownership of the alley before they could proceed with their plat. At 
that time the County informed them that it had no ownership interest in the alley and that any resolution to its 
location would need to be done through the City of Richland. The attorney returned to the City and then later to 
the County stating that the City considered the property to be fee ownership of the County and not an alley.  
After several discussion with the City we could not come to agreement on ownership. The attorney proposed a 
quiet title claim against the property in March 2020 to resolve the ownership issue.  Rather than go through a 
lengthy legal proceeding, the County agreed that it would quit claim any remaining interest it had in the alley to 
the adjoining land owners.  The City indicated this would resolve their issues and the County, taking the 
position it had no interest in the land, was effectively granting nothing. 

The attorney in question has been working with all of the surrounding land owners, the City and the County 
and now has all parties in agreement and the necessary deeds prepared to resolve this matter. The Benton 
County Deputy Civil Attorney assigned to this matter concurs with this method of resolution. 

Fiscal Impact 

None 

  

 



Recommendation 

Staff recommends that the Board of County Commissioners authorize the Chairman to execute the quit claim 
deeds. 

Suggested Motion 

I move to authorize the Chairman of the Board to execute seven quit claim deeds conveying whatever interest 
Benton County has in portions of a strip of land dedicated to Benton County for public use and purposes on 
April 1, 1948 to the adjoining property owners. 



cc:  Commissioners  M. Rasmussen 

RESOLUTION 
 

BEFORE THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF BENTON COUNTY, WASHINGTON: 
 
 
IN THE MATTER OF AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD TO EXECUTE QUIT CLAIM 
DEEDS CONVEYING ANY REMAINING  INTEREST THE COUNTY HAS  IN AN ALLEY WAY TO THE 
ADJOINING PROPERTY OWNERS 
 

 
WHEREAS, on April 1, 1948 the County was dedicated a 10 feet wide strip of land for “public 
use and purposes” under auditors file number 216296; and  
 
WHEREAS, since the dedication was for a restricted use the county considered it to be for a 
right of way rather than fee title. This position is supported in Washington State case law Kiely 
v. Graves, 173 Wn.2nd 926, 934 (2012).; and 
 
WHEREAS, the area that the alley is located in was annexed by the City of Richland in 1965 and 
the  County  assumed  ownership  of  the  right  of  way  transfer  to  the  City  as  is  typical  with 
annexation; and 
 
WHEREAS, the alley appears to have never been constructed and the land has been occupied by 
the adjoining property owners for a period of time exceeding 25 years; and 
 
WHEREAS, during a recent land use application by an adjoining property owner with the City of 
Richland, the City asserted that the County still owned the alley, a position with which the County 
does not agree; and 
 
WHEREAS, the adjoining property owners cannot proceed with their land use application until 
ownership of the alley is resolved; and 
 
WHEREAS, an attorney representing the adjoining property owners proposed a quiet title lawsuit 
in March 2020 to attempt to resolve the ownership matter; and 
 
WHEREAS, rather than a lengthy legal proceeding the matter appears to be able to be resolved 
if the County quit claims any interest it may have in the strip of land to the adjoining property 
owners; and 
 
WHEREAS, since the county believes  it has no  interest  in the strip of  land no compensation  is 
being sought from the adjoining property owners for the conveyance; and 
 
WHEREAS, quit claim deeds have been prepared conveying any remaining  interest the County 
has in portions of the strip of land to the adjoining property owners based on their current use.   
 



cc:  Commissioners  M. Rasmussen 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE  IT RESOLVED  that  the Board of Benton County Commissioners hereby 
authorizes  the Chairman of  the Board of County Commissioners  to execute  seven quit  claim 
deeds conveying any interest the County has in portions of a strip of land dedicated to Benton 
County, for public use and purposes, on April 1, 1948, to the adjoining property owners. 
 
Dated this _______ day of _______________ 2020. 

 
 
 

             
Chairman of the Board  

 
             

Chairman Pro Tem  
 

                 
Member 

 

Constituting the Board of County 
Attest: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .           Commissioners of Benton County, 
  Clerk of the Board              Washington 
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